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The Original Billion Ton?

Temperate forest productivity of 

4.5 tons/acre X 500 million acres 

=

2.25 Billion Tons/Year

Discounting (1) Public lands, (2) 

Foliage & roots, and (3) Current 

consumption leavesé

600 Million Tons

Add agricultural residueé

550 Million Tons, and

Municipal solid wasteé

150 Million Tons

1.3 Billion Tons/Year
Goldstein, I.  1981.  For. Prod. J., 31(10): 63-68.



The New Beginning...

ÅThe Billion-Ton Study 

launched a national 

dialogue

ÅAlso prompted intense 

R&D effort to confirm or 

deny the findings

ÅThe Billion-Ton II Study 

(aka, ñSpawn of Billion-

Tonò)will continue the 

conversation



A Plethora of Models...


